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Can you pass the 8th Grade Final Exams of 1890 

This is a handwritten essay test using no computers, notes or reference material. Everything must come 

out 

of your head in one sit down session in front of the teacher. There is a time limit of four hours. If you 

fail it 

as a 12 year old you are considered unsuitable for school and must do hard work on the farm all day for 

the next six years without pay. Also if you fail it you will have a free trip to the woodshed where father 

will administer a thorough switching to your bare butt with a willow switch. Many parents took 

education very seriously. They also had to pay taxes for the schools whether their kids went or not. I 

remember my grandfather who only had an 8th grade education helping me with my square roots in 

high school and correcting me on math problems and in other topics when he was in his 80s. He said he 

learned all subjects well because he had to recite them to the teacher and then help teach the younger 

kids in a one room school. 

Using correct spelling, grammar and good hand writing elaborate in essay form the answers. Use no 

notes. 

U.S. History 

1. Name the parts of the Bill of Rights and explain which rights they protect. 

2. Relate the causes and results of the Revolutionary War. 3. Describe three of the most prominent 

battles of the Rebellion. 4. Tell what you can of the history of Michigan. 

5. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, and Howe? 

6. Name events connected with the following dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849, and 1865? 

Geography 1. Name each of the states in the USA and give its capital. 

2. How do you account for the extremes of climate in Michigan? 

3. Describe the mountains of N.A. 4. What is climate? Upon what does climate depend? 

5. Describe the following: Monrovia, Odessa, Denver, Manitoba, Hecla, Yukon, St. Helena, and 

Orinoco. 

6. Name and locate the principal trade centers of the U.S. 

7. Name all the republics of Europe and give capital of each. 

8. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the Pacific in the same latitude? 

9. Describe the process by which the water of the ocean returns to the sources of rivers. 

10.Describe the movements of the earth. Give inclination of the earth. 

Arithmetic 1. Name and define the Fundamental Rules of Arithmetic. 

2. A wagon box is 2 ft. deep, 10 feet long, and 3 ft. wide. How many bushels of wheat will it hold? 

3. If a load of wheat weighs 3942 lbs., what is it worth at 50cts. per bu, deducting 1050 lbs. for tare?4. 

District No. 1 has a valuation of $35,000. What is the necessary levy to carry on a school seven 

months at 

$50 per month, and have $104 for incidentals? 

5. Find cost of 6720 lbs. coal at $6.00 per ton. 

6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 18 days at 7 percent. 

7. What is the cost of 40 boards 12 inches wide and 16 ft. long at $.20 per inch? 

8. Find bank discount on $300 for 90 days (no grace) at 10 percent. 

9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15 per acre, the distance around which is 640 rods? 

10.Write a Bank Check, a Promissory Note, and a Receipt. 
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Grammar 1. Give nine rules for the use of Capital Letters. 

2. Name the Parts of Speech and define those that have no modifications. 

3. Define Verse, Stanza and Paragraph. 

4. What are the Principal Parts of a verb? Give Principal Parts of do, lie, lay and run. 

5. Define Case, Illustrate each Case. 

6. What is Punctuation? Give rules for principal marks of Punctuation.Orthography 

1. Give two rules for spelling words with final 'e'. Name two exceptions under each rule. 

2. Give two uses of silent letters in spelling. Illustrate each. 

3. Define the following prefixes and use in connection with a word: Bi, dis, mis, pre, semi, post, non, 

inter, mono, super. 

4. Use the following correctly in sentences, Cite, site, sight, fane, fain, feign, vane, vain, vein, raze, 

raise, rays. 

5. Write 10 words frequently mispronounced and indicate pronunciation by use of diacritical marks 

and by syllabication. 

Civics: Describe the State and Federal Governments of the USA Give a detailed breakdown of the 

three branches of each.  Explain what laws are for and how and why they are enforced.  List current 

community, federal and world issues and your ideas on how they can be solved.  
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Learn from history or repeat it. Thousands are murdered and tortured every 

year. This has been going on for thousands of years. 45 Million died in WWII. 

Historians outside Japan estimate that at least five million captive foreign 

civilians and prisoners of war were brutally murdered by the Japanese military 

between 1937 and 1945. To that figure, can be added hundreds of thousands of 

victims who were slowly murdered by starvation, disease, and beatings in 

Japanese prisoner of war and internment camps, and hundreds of thousands of 

women who were brutally raped by Japanese soldiers. "The Knights of Bushido 

- A Short History of Japanese War Crimes" by Lord Russell of Liverpool 1958. 

 

U.S. Prisoners of war were starved, tortured, and decapaitated. 

We did not treat their prisoners like this. 

Once captured they were treated humainly.   This is brought to your attention because this has been 

covered up by many.  This has happened many times in history and can happen again unless we adopt 

a code of conduct and laws for humans.  The best code of conduct is “Don't do to others what you 

would not want done to yourself.” 

City of Warren Library Plan 

Human heads hanging 

Innocent people massecred by the  

japs 

The japs would castrate men then   

place the testicles in the victims   

mouth and sew it shut, They would   

often eviscerate people and let them   die a   

slow death.  

     Decapitated heads to right. 
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Historical Commission 

Historical Markers 

The first line is the title on the plaque, what follows is the language on the plaque, except where noted. 

Locations are all in Macomb County, Michigan. For any additions or corrections, please e-mail 

macombhistory@yahoo.com . Readers are invited to send their photos of the plaques. If used, the photo 

will be displayed near the plaque’s description on the webpage and credit will be given. Please include 

your full name, city, and state (or province or country) and a contact phone number and/or e-mail 

address when submitting photos to the e-mail address. 

Alexander Macomb- In 1818, Territorial Governor Lewis Cass proclaimed the third Michigan county 

to be called Macomb. At that time, the young General was Commander of the Fifth Military 

Department in Detroit. Born in that city in 1782, son of prominent local entrepreneurs, Macomb had 

entered the U.S. Army in 1799. He had gained national renown and honor during the War of 1812 for 

his victory at 
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Plattsburg in September 1814 over a far superior force of British invaders. Later as Chief Army 

Engineer, he promoted the building of military roads in the Great Lakes area. From May 1828 to his 

death in June 1841, Macomb served as Commander in Chief of the Army. He is buried in the 

Congressional Cemetery in Washington D.C. His birthday, April 3, is honored as Macomb County 

Heritage Day. 

Located at the corner of Gratiot and Macomb in Mt. Clemens. 

Baumgartner House- A native of Bavaria, John Baumgartner purchased this property in Erin 

Township in 1856, becoming one of Fraser's first landowners. Around 1866 he and his wife, 

Samantha, moved here with the first three of their seven children. In 1875 they erected this house in 

the Rundbogenstil (round arch mode), a German architectural style popularized in the United States 

from the 1840s through the 1860s. The round windows, square plan and perfect symmetry reflect the 

style. The farm included outbuildings and orchards. Located at 18577 Masonic in Fraser. 

Blossom Heath Inn- Matthew Kramer, a hotelier and yachtsman, built this roadhouse in 1911, naming 

it the Kramerhof. In 1920, the building was sold to William McIntosh, who renamed it the Blossom 

Heath Inn and added two large wings, which included an ornate ballroom. Blossom Heath was one of 

the most luxurious roadhouses in Michigan. Nationally known big bands, such as Ben Pollack's drew 

people from Detroit and Canada. Blossom Heath became notorious for illegal drinking and gambling 

during Prohibition and the Depression. After McIntosh's death in 1930, the roadhouse was run by his 

heirs. By the late 1930's, the heyday of roadhouses was over, and in 1943, Blossom Heath was sold. 

The building fell into disuse, but in 1946, the village of St. Clair Shores purchased it. On May 19, 

1946, it reopened as a civic center with village offices in the north wing. It became the St. Clair Shores 

Recreation Center in 1957. 

Located at 24800 Jefferson Ave in St. Clair Shores. 

Carnegie Library- Mount Clemens Carnegie building was erected in 1904 and was the first Carnegie 

Library built in Macomb County. It is one of 1,681 such libraries across the United States financed by  

Andrew Carnegie, the industrialist and philanthropist. The columns, stairs, and large windows of this 

Neo-Classical design make the structure one of the distinguished public edifices in this vicinity. This 

site is part of the original land granted in 1811, private claim number 141, to Christian Clemens, 

founder of Mount Clemens. Initially used as a public library, this facility has an outstanding local 

history and genealogy collection. In 1969, the Carnegie Building became the Art Center, a community 

based non-profit organization, which fosters visual arts through exhibits, classes and tours in the area. 

Located at 125 Macomb St. in Mount Clemens. 

Clinton Grove Cemetery- Established in 1855, the Clinton Grove Cemetery exhibits an exquisite array 

of funerary art in a wooded landscape. This combination of nature and monuments reflects the rural 

cemetery movement of the nineteenth century, which popularized park-like pastoral planned 

landscapes in both rural and urban settings. The grounds include a caretaker’s house, built around 

1885, and a Tudor office and chapel building, designed by Mount Clemens architect Theophilus Van 

Damme, 

which dates from 1914. Many business and political leaders are interred here as well as veterans of 

American military conflicts from the Revolutionary War through the Vietnam War. Six thousand 

burials date from the nineteenth century. Clinton Grove Cemetery is listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places. 

Located at 21189 Cass Avenue in Clinton Township. 

Crocker House-The first mayor of Mount Clemens, Josua Dickinson, built this Italianate house in 1869. 

His daughter Katherine (1849-1882), the great-granddaughter of city founder Christian Clemens, and 

his son-in-law, George M. Crocker (1848-1918), moved into it after their marriage in 1870. Crocker, a 

former prosecuting attorney and justice of the peace became mayor upon Dickinson's death. The 

Crocker family owned the house until 1921. Originally located at the corner of Walnut and Market 
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streets, the house was moved to New Street in 1908 to make room for a new post office. Slated for 

removal or demolition in 1975, it was rescued by the Macomb County Historical Society, which moved 

it to Union Street in 1976 for use as a local history museum. 

Located at 15 Union Street in Mt. Clemens. 

Detroit Arsenal Tank Plant 

In 1940, the U.S. Army and the Chrysler Corporation hired Detroit architect Albert Kahn to design a 

self-contained tank plant. Kahn specialized in factories. In 1941, he designed 20 million square feet of 

defense plants. The first tank rolled off the assembly line at the sprawling Detroit Arsenal Tank Plant 

on April 24, 1941, amid cheering spectators. The December 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor thrust the 

U.S. into the Second World War and tank workers into round-the-clock production. President Franklin 

Roosevelt and his wife Eleanor inspected the plant in September 1942. Two months later workers set 

the monthly record for all U.S. plants by producing 896 tanks. Tank production ended here in 1997. 

Just two decades after the end of World War I, Europe was again at war. Construction of the Detroit 

Arsenal Tank Plant began in 1940, before the U.S. became directly involved in the conflict. The 1941 

Lend-Lease Act committed the U.S. to supplying arms to its allies. During World War II, the U.S. 

government contracted with automakers to make tanks, trucks and planes. William Knudson, president 

of the General Motors Corporation, led the government's defense production effort. Capitalizing on the 

auto industry's mass production capabilities, he called on Chrysler Corporation president K.T. Keller to 

build tanks. By the war's end, the arsenal built 22,234 tanks, over one quarter of the tanks produced in 

the U.S. 

Located at Van Dyke at Tank Road (10 ½ Mile) in Warren. 

Detroit Memorial Park Cemetery 

Detroit Memorial Park Cemetery was organized in 1925 to serve the rapidly expanding post-war 

Detroit black population. Concerned with the indignities and poor quality of service received by the 

black community, several distinguished Detroiters established the cemetery to provide reasonably 

priced and dignified burials. This was the first black-owned and operated business of its kind in the 

state. Its incorporators included Charles Diggs, a mortician and acknowledged founder, and Dr. Aaron 

Toodle, a druggist and first president. By careful management, the cemetery corporation survived the 

Great Depression and expanded into financial services. Famous inventor, Elijah McCoy, is buried here 

among doctors, lawyers, ministers, teachers, and business, civic and political leaders. 

Located at 4280 E. 13 Mile Road in Warren. 

Edsel & Eleanor Ford House 

Edsel Ford, president of the Ford Motor Company for many years, and his wife, Eleanor Clay, 

completed this 87-acre estate in 1927. Architect Albert Kahn derived the design precedents in 

Cotswold, England, and many of the materials, including the staircase, paneling, and the fireplaces, 

were brought from old English homes. Noted landscape architect Jens Jensen developed the grounds. 

The Fords were collectors of art and antiques, and benefactors of local and national institutions. Edsel 

was instrumental in the creation of the Ford Foundation in 1936. He died here on May 26, 1943. His 

wife, who lived here until her death on October 19, 1976, endowed the property and directed it be 

maintained for public use. 

Located at 1100 Lake Shore Drive, near Vernier, in Grosse Pte. Shores. 

Erin United Presbyterian Church 

Under the leadership of the Reverend Harry N. Bissell of Mount Clemens, several families organized 

the First Presbyterian Church of Erin in 1860. The original thirteen members held their first services in 

a small schoolhouse. They were the first congregation in this community to conduct services in 

English. In early 1861, Thomas Common donated the present site to the church. The first church on 

this site, which cost less than $500 was completed in October 1861. The congregation built a new 
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church here in 1930 and added a more modern sanctuary onto it in 1967. Dedicatory services for the 

expanded church were held on September 17, 1967. The church's name was changed to the First 

Presbyterian Church of Roseville in 1929 and to the Erin United Presbyterian Church in 1953. Located 

at 30000 Gratiot Avenue in Roseville. 

Erin - Warren Fractional District No. 2 School 

This school served children in Erin and Warren Townships from 1872 to 1921. Beginning in 1838, 

German farmer Christian Gerlach held classes in his home. During the 1840s, a log building served as a 

classroom. In 1850, a red frame school was built. In 1872, the red school was replaced with this 

structure. Popularly known as Halfway School, it was located in the village of Halfway, midway 

between Mount Clemens and Detroit. When the school closed in 1921, it was moved to the southeast 

corner of Nine Mile Road and Gratiot Avenue and used as a warehouse. The East Detroit Historical 

Society acquired the school in 1984, returning it to within one hundred feet of its original site and 

restoring its nineteenth century appearance. Located at 15500 Nine Mile Road in Eastpointe. 

First Methodist Episcopal Church 

In 1844, the Reverend Jonathon Davis founded the Methodist Episcopal Church to serve the 

community of Davis, known then as Brooklyn. In 1846, the congregation built the town's first church. 

The present one, which dates from 1895, is a unique Victorian era church due to its spindles, shingles 

and sunbursts, more typically found on residences of the period. In 1968 the church was renamed Davis 

United Methodist Church. 

Located at 59024 Romeo Plank Road in Davis (Ray Township). 

General Motors Technical Center- An American icon of modern architecture, the General Motors (GM) 

Technical Center stands as a model corporate research and development park. Thirty-one buildings 

were constructed between 1949 and 1985. Conceived by Board of Directors Chairman Alfred P. Sloan, 

the center centralized GM's research, design and engineering efforts. Vice President for Styling Harley 

Earl chose Eliel and Eero Saarinen to design the campus. Eero Saarinen's International Style buildings 

complemented by the grounds he planned with landscape architect Thomas Church. Saarinen also 

worked with GM's Argonaut Division, which designed many of the structures. The center is listed in 

the National Register of Historic Places. 

Located on Mound Road between 11 and 12 Mile Roads in Warren. 

Governor Alex J. Groesbeck-Son of a pioneer Dutch-French family, Groesbeck was born in 

Warren Township near the corner of Mound and Twelve Mile Roads in 1872. His father's election as 

sheriff in 1880 caused the family to move to Mount Clemens. In 1893, Alex graduated from the 

University of Michigan and began a long and distinguished legal career in Detroit. After serving as 

state attorney general from 1917 to 1920, he became governor for the first of three successive terms in 

1921. His Republican administrations were noted for governmental reorganization, prison reform, and 

expansion of state highways. Highway M-97 was, subsequently, named after him. In 1927, he returned 

to Detroit, retaining active interest in public affairs until his death in 1953. (For more on Alex 

Groesbeck, see the Local History Spotlight article.) Located on the grounds of the GM Tech Center on 

Mound Road between 11 and 12 Mile Roads in Warren. 


